JESUS’ OLIVET DISCOURSE

Matthew 24

Jesus Predicts the Destruction of the Temple

Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples
came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said to
them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not
one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown
down.”

The Signs of the Times and the End of the Age

Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him
privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will
be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” And Jesus
answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. For
many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will
deceive many. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that
you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the
end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and
earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of
sorrows. Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill vyou,
and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. And then
many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one
another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And
because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.

-1 John 3:4, “Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin
is lawlessness.”

-Matthew 7:23, “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’”

-Fulfilling of the whole of the law is what Jesus said is the great
commandment and the 2" that is like unto it. (Mark 12:30-31)

But he who endures to the end shall be saved. And this gospel of the
kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the
nations, and then the end will come.”

The Great Tribulation

“Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let
him understand), [the Jewish people knew what was meant by the
“abomination of desolation”: Antichus Epiphanes, 2" century BC, of
the Selucids, sacrificed a pig on the altar-led to the Maccabean
revolt] “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let
him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his
house. And let him who is in the field not go back to get his
clothes. But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are
nursing babies in those days! And pray that your flight may not be in



winter or on the Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation,
such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this
time, no, nor ever shall be. [Just think about how bad it will be. In
the days leading up to the great flood it is written, “Then the Lord
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”] And
unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for
the elect’s sake those days will be shortened. “Then if anyone says
to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it.
For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs
and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told
you beforehand. Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the
desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not
believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to
the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For wherever
the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.”

The Coming of the Son of Man

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its 1light; the stars will fall
from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the
sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes
of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He will send His
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together
His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”
[As God’s elect, we will be good to go if we keep our eyes on Christ
Jesus, no matter how long we may have to wait for Him! Hebrews 12:1-
2, “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily
ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”]

The Parable of the Fig Tree

“Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has
already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is
near. So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is
near—at the doors! Assuredly, I say to you, this generation [that I
speak of] will by no means pass away till all these things take
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means
pass away. But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels
of heaven, but My Father only. But as the days of Noah were, so also
will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days before the
flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know
until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming
of the Son of Man be. Then two men will be in the field: one will be



taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding at the mill: one
will be taken and the other left. Watch therefore, for you do not
know what hour your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master
of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have
watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore you
also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.”

The Faithful Servant and the Evil Servant

“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler
over his household, to give them food in due season? Blessed is that
servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing.
Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his
goods. But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is
delaying his coming,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to
eat and drink with the drunkards, the master of that servant will
come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he
is not aware of, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion
with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
[The contrast to that is bearing the fruit of the Spirit, Galatians
5:22-23]

Matthew 25

The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins

“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took
their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Now five of them
were wise, and five were foolish. Those who were foolish took their
lamps and took no oil with them, but the wise took oil in their
vessels with their lamps. [0il is symbolic of the Holy Spirit. And as
Jesus said, “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye
is good, your whole body will be full of light.”-Matthew 6:22. Jesus
is our light, right?] But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all
slumbered and slept. And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the
bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ Then all those virgins
arose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise,
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise
answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and
you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ And
while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready
went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. Afterward the
other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ But he
answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’
wWatch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which
the Son of Man is coming.” [Ephesians 2:8-10]

The Parable of the Talents

“For the kingdom of heaven is 1like a man traveling to a far country,
who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. And to
one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each



according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey.
Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with thenm,
and made another five talents. And likewise he who had received two
gained two more also. But he who had received one went and dug in the
ground, and hid his lord’s money. After a long time the lord of those
servants came and settled accounts with them. So he who had received
five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you
delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents
besides them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler
over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ [faithfulness, by
the way, is a part of the fruit of the Spirit] He also who had
received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two
talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ His lord
said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.
Enter into the joy of your lord.’ Then he who had received the one
talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping
where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered
seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground.
Look, there you have what is yours.’ [He hadn’t put his trust in Him
did he?] But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy
servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where
I have not scattered seed. So you ought to have deposited my money
with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own
with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who
has ten talents. For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he
will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has
will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer
darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

The Son of Man Will Judge the Nations

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with
Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations
will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He will
set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then the
King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and
you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked
and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison
and you came to Me.’ Then the righteous will answer Him, saying,
‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give
You drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked
and clothe You? Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come
to You?’ And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say
to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My
brethren, you did it to Me.’ Then He will also say to those on the



left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry and you gave
Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger
and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and
in prison and you did not visit Me.’ Then they also will answer Him,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ Then He
will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’
And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous
into eternal life.”

The good news, the gospel of Jesus Christ is that, by the love of
God, we are led by His Spirit to believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the only begotten Son of God, by the goodness of God we are led to
repentance, and then by the grace of God we are saved and become
children of God and are promised eternal life in Christ Jesus. Then
we are His workmanship that we live our lives according to God’s
will, according to His character, who He is. His work then, being us,
is before Him and His reward will be with Him, to all who who have
put their hope and trust in Christ Jesus!



